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object of Burnes' mission as given out was a mere pretext,
that the carriage which he was bringing was full of gold
Mohurs for the purpose of being given to Syed Ahmad, the
Maharaja's enemy, and that the Amirs had decided to collect
a lakh of men and dispute his passage.32 This, however, failed
to excite any suspicion in the Maharaja's mind. He ordered
Mon. Ventura to make a demonstration from the frontier of
Dera Ghazi Khan against the Amirs. It was chiefly due to
this remonstrance that the Amirs were induced to allow Lt.
Burnes to pass33 and the horses reached Lahore on the 19th of
July, in the same year. Ranjit Singh's action here seems to have
been prompted by personal motives. The presents were meant
for him, and it was as much his insult as that of the British
Government if they were not allowed to reach him. Secondly,
he probably feared that if the Amirs persisted in refusing a
passage, the British might take offence, and forestall him by
actively interfering in Sindh. He enquired of Jacquemont (the
French traveller, who was then at his court), " It is said
that the Sindhis have refused to allow Burnes to pass with
the horses. If that is true what will the British do ?"24
Ranjit Singh was anxious to avert a breach between the two
powers so that the field be kept clear for himself. As already
remarked, his efforts were fruitful, as the Amirs, fearing to
precipitate an invasion of their country by the Sikhs, allowed
the mission to proceed up the river. Mir Murad Ali of
Hyderabad explained to the Maharaja that he had stopped
Burnes because in the treaty between his government and the
British it had been stipulated that no European shall enter
Ranjit Singh.   137/12 Wade to Prinsep, 23rd May 1831.
34 Wade to Prinsep, enclosure No. 1, 137/4 being a letter  from Ranjit
Singh to Lala Kishen Chand, his Agent at Ludhiana, P. G. R.
33 Wade to Prinsep, 21st May 1831, 137/10, P. G. R.  Prinsep suggests
that   it   was a  strong letter  of  Pottinger that   induced them to allow
Burnes to pass.    P. 156.    But  I  think  it  was  the   result  of Ventura's
demonstration.     Nothing  else   can   explain the  sudden   change  in   the
attitude of the Amirs and the cordial reception of Burnes at the Durbar of
Hyderabad.    After this demonstration   he  was  given  all  facilities,   and
met with absolutely no  difficulties.    See Burnes' Travels,  Wade's   letter
quoted above and Prinsep, p. 156.
34  Vide Social and Political Hindustan, Part I,   Section 1 ;   Monograph
No. 18, Punab jGovernment Record Office Publication.